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Restoring New Salem

On Monday, February 12, during the “High Holy
Days” of Springfield, the Abraham Lincoln
Association (ALA) installed its newly elected

 president, Robert Willard, at the annual ALA banquet, and
said farewell to outgoing president Kathryn Harris. Speaking
on behalf of the ALA board of directors, Willard told the
assemblage that the Association would soon begin a new
 initiative and partnership with the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources to help preserve, maintain, and restore
the historic village of New Salem. Although Willard, who
lives in California, could not speak to specifics during his
brief remarks, he pledged that the Association would work
with IDNR to secure public and private funding to make
New Salem once again a jewel in the crown of Illinois
 historic sites.  The ISHS applauds these efforts and looks
forward to seeing improvements at the historic site in
 coming years. 

Johnny Appleseed 
bicentennial trees

Last year the ISHS, with the
help of Starhill Forest
Arboretum in Petersburg,

grew more than 120 trees with
scionwood from an original Johnny
Appleseed tree for sale during the
bicentennial. The Society hoped 
that each of the state’s 102
 counties would purchase a tree.
Although all the trees were sold,
only about two-thirds of the trees made it to all the counties. 

The Society has ordered an additional 35 trees in 2018,
to be sold first to counties that did not receive a tree, and
then to individuals who have shown  interest. The trees are
$60 each for ISHS members and $75 for non-members, and
must be prepaid. Delivery is expected in late September. All
trees must be picked from the Society office. If you want to
reserve a tree for your county, call 217-525-2781. Credit
card orders are accepted with a $3 service charge. 

Society to publish 
bicentennial book

The Illinois State Historical Society and Southern
Illinois University Press are producing an anthology of
historical articles from the Journal of the Illinois State

Historical Society to be published in August 2018 for the
state’s bicentennial. A Bicentennial Commemorative of the
Prairie State: Readings from the Journal of the Illinois State
Historical Society, was compiled and edited by former ISHS
president David W. Scott, chair of the ISHS Publications
Committee, who with his committee selected more than 33
articles from the 108-year history of the Journal, covering a
multitude of subjects from the early frontier years in Illinois
history to the founding of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra,
from the Great Chicago Fire to the devastating floods of 1937
in southern Illinois. The book will be published in hardcover
and sold through SIU Press and the Society. Watch for
 ordering details in the next issue of Illinois Heritage. 

Presidential library seeks 
volunteer judges 
for student history fair

Illinois History Day combines history, competition, and
creativity, and the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library
and Museum is looking for volunteer judges to help

make it happen.
History Day competitions let students explore history by

creating exhibits, skits, videos, papers and websites. Regional
competitions take place around Illinois and culminate in the
state finals. Reviewing those submissions requires a small army
of judges, and new recruits are always welcome. The Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum invites people to
become judges at the State Finals on Thursday, May 3. 

The event takes place in Springfield. Judges work from 
9 a.m. until about 1 p.m. Lunch is provided for volunteers.
Volunteers do not need to be professional historians but
should have an interest in history. They should also be inter-
ested in encouraging students to grow as critical and creative
thinkers. Anyone interested in helping can contact Kate
Suits at 217-782-2981 or Kathryn.Suits@Illinois.gov.

For information about your membership, or
address changes, please contact the following:

University of Illinois Press, Journals Dept.
1325 S. Oak St.
Champaign, IL 61820
866-244-0626
Email: journals@uillinois.edu



News
UIS to be home to new Center 
for Lincoln Studies

On January 19, 2018, the University of Illinois
Springfield Campus Senate passed a resolution
 supporting and approving the establishment of the

Center for Lincoln Studies. According to James Ermatinger,
Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, “Through
education, research, and outreach programs, the Center for
Lincoln Studies will provide students, faculty, scholars, and
the public with opportunities to understand Lincoln’s life
and times and his continual impact on our world and
society.  There is perhaps no better time for us to study the
ideas and humanity of our 16th President.”

Planning for the Center is still in its early stages, but 
for now the Center is expected to be a national base for
scholarship, teaching, and public history about Lincoln’s life,
leadership, and legacy. Professors, staff and students are
expected to publish scholarship, create and facilitate history
and public policy projects, foster innovative public history
interpretation, host visiting scholars, educate a new genera-
tion of Lincoln scholars, engage broad campus and commu-
nity audiences, and, most importantly, be an interdisciplinary
learning laboratory for students.

Springfield is the natural place to establish a national
center for the study of Abraham Lincoln’s life, his era, his
leadership, and his legacy; and the University of Illinois
Springfield will be the perfect home for this ambitious and
important endeavor. It was in Springfield where Lincoln
lived and raised a family, practiced law and politics, and
 prepared for the presidency. Today, Lincoln’s hometown is a
hub for Lincoln research and tourism, attracting thousands
of visitors each year from around the globe.

The Center for Lincoln Studies will incubate and
 sustain university-community collaborative projects,
 connecting UIS students with myriad opportunities available
in Springfield, such as the Abraham Lincoln Presidential
Library and Museum, the Illinois Historic Preservation
Agency, the Abraham Lincoln Association, as well as other
Lincoln historical locations across central Illinois. But 
while Lincoln was a citizen of Illinois from 1830-1861, he
ultimately became a citizen of the world; connecting Lincoln
to a national and international context will be a mission of
the Center, as well.

The Center will be housed within the College of Liberal
Arts and Sciences (CLAS) but will be interdisciplinary with
representatives, associated faculty and staff from all the
Colleges.  James Ermatinger, dean of CLAS, is the point
 person for the Center. Faculty, staff and students from
throughout the University will be welcome to pursue
 scholarly work related to Lincoln Studies.

The new Center for Lincoln Studies will rely on gifts
from alumni and friends of the University to support

research, internships, assistantships, symposia and lectures,
and many other activities. If you would like more informa-
tion on how you can be part of the team that provides this
crucial support, please contact Tom Turpin, Director of
Development for the Center at (217) 206-7070. 

Old news is great news

Are you researching your Illinois roots and seeking
more resources? Look no further than the Illinois
Newspaper Project! INP is an initiative of the 

History, Philosophy, and Newspaper Library (HPNL), and
the Department of Preservation Services, at the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. The INP contains an
inventory and catalog of Illinois newspaper collections held
by libraries and repositories, private organizations, and indi-
viduals across the state. The holding information is readily
available in an easy to use database that allows the user to
locate newspapers based on title, county, or year. Contact
information for each holding institution is available with the
returned search results. Some of the newspaper titles have
been digitized, and are easily accessible via the Illinois
Digital Newspaper Collections. IDNC contains over 111
titles, searchable by title, year, and date. We hope you enjoy
utilizing these resources as much as we do here at HPNL!
Please contact us if you have any questions, comments, or
concerns at hpnl@library.illinois.edu or at (217)-333-1509.

ISHS director Dave Joens honored

ISHS board member and Illinois
State Archivist David Joens was
one of four individuals honored

and voted into the Samuel L. Gove
Illinois Legislative Internship Hall
of Fame on March 12 at the
University of Illinois Springfield.
Joens, 56, has been director of the
Illinois State Archives since 2004.
A U.S. Army veteran, he was
 previously the assistant director of
the Illinois Legislative Studies
Center at UIS. 

The Hall of Fame is hosted by the UIS Center for State
Policy and Leadership and the historic preservation division
of the Illinois Department of Natural Resources. Others
inducted were Mark Denzler, Marcilene Dutton, and
DeShana Forney. With the four new names the Hall of Fame
now has 68 inductees, whose names are inscribed on a
plaque located on the fourth floor of the Illinois Statehouse.
Joen's wife, Mona Martin, was inducted into the Hall of
Fame in 2012. Joens, chair of the ISHS's Bicentennial
Committee, is the author of From Slave to State Legislator:
W.E. Thomas, Illinois' First African American Lawmaker.
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