
Minutes of the Illinois State Historical Society Board of Directors and Advisory Board 

Saturday, July18, 2020, via Zoom 

 

Attending 

 

Officers: Dan Monroe, President; Herb Russell, Vice President; Charles Stanley, Treasurer  

(Elaine Shemoney Evans, absent) 

 

Directors: Reg Ankrom, John Hallwas, David Joens, Cinda Klickna, Marilyn Leyland, Elaine 

Egdorf (via conference call) 

 

Advisors: Debra Dudek, Mark Johnson, Richard Lindberg, Cathy Popovitch, William Shannon 

IV, and Michael Wiant  

 

Past Presidents: David W. Scott 

 

Staff: William Furry, Executive Director; Hannah Kline, Assistant Director for Development 

 

President Monroe called the meeting to order at 11 a.m. He noted that this was a particularly 

pregnant moment in history, particularly so in Illinois history, with the COVID 19 pandemic, the 

flurry over historical monuments, and the recent firing of Illinois State Historical Samuel 

Wheeler, about which more would be discussed later. President Monroe ask if everyone had had 

a chance to review the minutes of the February meeting of the ISHS Board and Advisers, and if 

so, could he motion to accept the minutes.  

 

MOTION: Ms. Klickna made the motion to accept the minutes of the February 22, 2020, 

meeting of the ISHS Board of Directors and Advisers. The motion was seconded by Mr 

Hallwas. There was no further discussion and the minutes were approved as submitted.  

 

President Monroe then asked for the Treasurer’s report.  

 

Treasurer’s Report.  

Mr. Stanley said that the ISHS currently has $2,714,809.00 in its several endowment accounts, 

less than it had last year at this time. He noted that Ms. Johnsrud had received a federal 

loan/grant with an SBA Paycheck Protection Program for $34,202.00, and that Mr. Furry had 

received a $5,000 grant from Illinois Humanities. Both these grants have helped the Society meet 

its basic operational expenses during the COVID 19 crisis. Mr. Stanley said the Society 

continues to spend more than it is taking, which does not bode well for the long-term 

sustainability of the organization.  

 

Executive Director’s Report.  

Mr. Furry reported that the July-August issue of Illinois Heritage is at the mailing service and 

should be in mailboxes by mid-week. Feature articles include John Hallwas’s profile of John 

Francis Snyder, an Illinois Women Artist profile of Helen Balfour Morrison by Mark Pohlad, the 

Best of Illinois History award winners, more poems from Stark County, and other articles of 

broad interest.  



In early June he delivered the Society’s Block Collection of Presidential Papers to the Historical 

Society of Thornton, Illinois, in southern Cook County for an exhibit that opened at the end of 

the month. The Thornton Historical Society paid the ISHS $500 for the exhibit, and purchased a 

$105,000 insurance policy to cover any losses. Mr. Furry said that he drove to Thornton a couple 

of weeks ago to see the exhibit and to present a program on the papers, which was very well 

received. The exhibit will be on display through the summer and fall, up to the national election.  

He said that he met earlier in the week with Mike Norris of Illinois Department of Natural 

Resources to discuss the more than 25 historical markers the ISHS has at DNR sites. They 

reviewed the list of markers ISHS has on DNR properties and discussed their disposition and 

maintenance. Mr. Norris proposed to set aside $5,000 in his budget for repainting and repair of 

ISHS markers at DNR locations, and to help the Society find historical markers now considered 

missing at DNR sites. His staff has already located two markers (Pierre Menard and Fort 

Kaskaskia) that have been missing for several years.  

In late June Mr. Furry was asked by newspapers in Edwardsville and Springfield to respond to 

discussions underway to remove the statue of Ninian Edwards in Edwardsville Plaza on the 

grounds that Edwards owned slaves and was, therefore, a racist. He said that he proffered that 

Edwards was a man of his time, that slavery was the law of the land, and that protesters, by 

demanding the statue be removed and relocated, were missing an opportunity to allow the statue 

to remain as an educational tool. He said that ISHS board member Cindy Reinhardt took on the 

brunt of the battle, defending Edwards, not because he was a hero, but because his story is 

representative of Illinois’ complex history. The monument has been relocated.  

In addition to the $30,000 PPP loan/grant the Society received, the ISHS applied for and 

received a $5,000 grant from Illinois Humanities, and Mr. Furry said he is actively seeking other 

funding sources to help us get through this difficult year. He thanked the board, and many others, 

who answered the ISHS general appeal for donations, which have helped us get through this 

ongoing public health crisis. 

 

 

Committee Reports.  

 

Historical Markers.  

 

Committee Chair Elaine Evans is unable to attend the meeting, but submitted the following 

report, which was read into the minutes. 

 



 
 

Membership Report.  

Ms. Johnsrud was unable to attend the meeting, but submitted her report, based on data supplied 

by the University of Illinois Press. Her report follows. 

 



 
 

Annual Awards.  

Committee Chair Monroe said that, due to the COVID 19 virus, the Society has postponed and 

the rescheduled the Annual Best of Illinois Awards Gala presentation and banquet for later this 

summer, but the committee believes that event will be cancelled for 2020, and reimagined for 

2021. Awards certificates have been prepared and will be mailed to recipients as soon as a 

determination is made regarding the event. Ms. Kline will have more to say on the subject during 

her Development Report.  

 

Sesquicentennial House of Worship Awards. 

Ms. Johnsrud prepared and submitted a report listing the houses of worship that have applied for 

recognition. She noted that the deadline for applications is July 31, but that she is already getting 

suggestions to postpone the event until 2021. Her list of churches is attached below.  



 
Assets Management Committee report. 

Ms. Klickna reported that her committee had met via Zoom on July 10 to review reports from the 

Society’s investment bankers and her report follows. She said that, due to a new job she was 

taking on, she will be stepping down as chair of the committee, but would continue to serve on 

the committee if desired.  



 
 

Audit Committee.  

Committee Chair David Joens prepared and submitted the following letter to the board regarding 

his committee’s acceptance of the 2020 Auditor report. Mr. Joens stated that the audit report 

indicated that the staff was “doing all the best practices,” and that the committee recommend 

acceptance of the audit report.  

 

MOTION: President Monroe asked for a motion to accept the committee’s report of the 

2020 audit. Mr. Hallwas moved that the board accept the committee’s recommendation, 

which was then seconded by Mr. Truax. The motion passed unanimously without further 

discussion.     

 



km 

Publications Committee report.  

Mr. Scott, chair of the Publications Committee, reported the committee had chosen the 2019 

Harry E. Pratt Award recipients, which this year included two recipients. The Award is presented 

annually to the author of the best article published in the Journal of the Illinois State Historical 

Society. This year the award goes to two authors, Alex D. Smith, “Untouchable: Joseph Smith’s 

Use of the Law as Catalyst for Assassination,” and Susan E. Hirsch, “Florenz Ziegeld and the 

Creation of a Cosmopolitan Chicago.” Both recipients will receive a check for $300 from the 

University of Illinois Press, which is the sponsor of the award. The award is named for Lincoln 

scholar Harry E. Pratt (1901-1956), a former Illinois State Historian and executive secretary for 

Abraham Lincoln Association.  

 

New Business. 

Mr. Joens brought to the floor his concern over the dismissal of Illinois State Historian Samuel 

Wheeler, who was summarily fired by the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum 

last week. Mr. Joens’ concerns were echoed by several board members, who shared their own 

misgivings about the state being without an official voice in the ongoing debate over the removal 

of public monuments on government property (i.e., the statehouse). To address these concerns, 



the following resolution was brought before the bar to consider as the official word from the 

ISHS regarding the firing of the State Historian: 

 

RESOLUTION 
to the Governor of the State of Illinois 

and the Board of Trustees of the Abraham Lincoln Library and Museum 
  

WHEREAS; the Illinois State Historical Society was founded in 1899 to promote the study of 

Illinois history and is the state’s oldest and largest private institution dedicated to the study and 

promotion of Illinois history; and  
  
WHEREAS; the mission of the Illinois State Historical Society is to foster awareness, 

understanding, research, preservation, and recognition of history in Illinois; and 
  
WHEREAS; the Illinois State Historical Society works and partners with a variety of Illinois 

groups, communities, organizations and leaders who are dedicated to the preservation and 

promotion of Illinois history in all its diversity; and 
  
WHEREAS; the Illinois State Historical Society has partnered in the past with the Abraham 

Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum (ALPLM), formerly the Illinois State Historical 

Library, and with the administrators and staff at the ALPLM; and  

WHEREAS, the ALPLM recently removed without public explanation the state historian 
from his job, leaving this position empty at a time when history itself is being questioned 
and old assumptions are being challenged; and 

WHEREAS, state statute (20 ILCS 3475) defines the state historian position as “the State's 
leading authority on the history of Illinois;” and 

WHEREAS, welcome and needed discussions about our history should be led and 
articulated by a state historian engaged in and knowledgeable about Illinois history; and,   

WHEREAS, the State Historian is to be appointed by the Executive Director of the Abraham 

Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum with the advice and consent of the Board of Trustees 

of the Abraham Lincoln Library and Museum; and 
  
WHEREAS, the Illinois State Historical Society is a non-partisan organization that takes 

positions on current issues only as they relate to our mission, vision, and goals; therefore, be it 
  
RESOLVED: that the Illinois State Historical Society urges the Executive Director of the 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum, and the Board of Trustees of the Abraham 

Lincoln Library and Museum to quickly fill the position of State Historian; and be it further 
  
RESOLVED, that the Illinois State Historical Society is willing to assist the Executive Director 

of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum and its Board of Trustees in these 

endeavors. 



  
The Directors of the Illinois State Historical Society 

July 20, 2020 
  
Discussion followed, with the dominant tone of the conversation revolving around the need for 

Illinois to have a state historian who can initiate responsible dialogue about Illinois history, to 

address questions of appropriateness of old and new state monuments and memorials, and to 

articulate sound answers to issues raised by the public. The resolution was debated by the board 

and those present agreed to review a final draft prior to distribution to the Governor and the 

Board of Trustees for the ALPLM. An electronic vote on the resolution would be conducted via 

email the following week.  

 

 

 

 

 


