
Meeting of the Illinois State Historical Society Board of Directors and Advisory Board 
December 17, 2022, via Zoom 

Attending: 

Officers: Dan Monroe, President; John Hallwas, Vice-President; William Shannon IV, Secretary; 
Ty Rohrer, Treasurer 

Directors: Jenny Barker-Devine, Todd Carr, Mark Flotow, David Joens, Richard Lindberg, Mark 
Pohlad, Nathan Pierce, Robert Sampson, and Michael Wiant 

Advisers: Wayne Duerkes, Tom Dueringer, Caroline Kisiel, Marilyn Leyland, Rosemary Feurer, 
Kristin Lee Hoganson, Kristan McKinsey, Christian McWhirter, Mark Motsinger, Megan 
VanGorder, Sherry Williams, and Chet Wold  

Staff: William Furry, executive director; Mary Lou Johnsrud, office manager 

President Monroe called the meeting to order at 10 am. After greetings and introductions, 
President Monroe asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the October 2022 meeting. 

Motion: Mr. Hallwas moved to accept the minutes and the motion was seconded by Mr. 
Stanley. The Motion passed without corrections or amendments. 

President’s Report. 
President Monroe said that the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum (ALPLM) is 
conducting its search for a new Illinois State Historian, a volunteer position that will be 
appointed later this spring. He said that he, Megan VanGorder and Tim Draper of the ISHS 
Board of Directors/Advisers, would serve on the selection committee and a decision would be 
made in April of 2023. 

Vice President’s Report.  
Mr. Hallwas expressed his appreciation of office manager Mary Lou Johnsrud and her expertise 
in handling minutia of the office, and keeping things organized. Mr. Hallwas spoke of the 
proposed Society initiative, “The Land and the People Hold Memories,” an effort to collect 
stories of post-World War II generations and collect them for future history projects before the 
memories are lost. He said that the initiative will also serve to promote membership in the 
Society by Linking county and regional historical organizations with the statewide organization, 
opening opportunities for collaboration, serving libraries and community organizations interested 
in local history.  

Discussion followed, with overwhelming support for the project coming from Board members 
representing several regions of the state. Mr. Flotow asked if the project will have a digital 
component. Mr. Flotow spoke of making sure collected writings are place in digital repositories 
and made available on a master ISHS website for easy distribution and dissemination. He also 
advised the Society take advantage of the ALPLM oral history training seminars prepared by Dr. 
Mark Depue.  



 
Mr. Hallwas said that digital repositories could be one possibility for dissemination, although he 
was thinking in terms of traditional publication. He said he believed the project requires little or 
no financial commitment from the Society, as much of the work and collecting of materials 
would be done be the respective historical societies partnering with the Society, and he explained 
how this might work.  
 
An abridged summary of the proposal follows here: 
 
A Memoir Writing Program, Focused on Illinois Locales, 1946-1974 
 
 In the spring of 2023, the Illinois State Historical Society will be initiating a statewide 
project, to encourage local historical societies to promote the writing of short memoirs—roughly 
one to three typed pages—by older residents, which reflect their Illinois experience in the post-
World War II era (the later 1940s, the 1950s, and the 1960s). A selection of those can then be 
published, either in a collection devoted to memoirs of that area within the state (which would be 
locally funded and sold) or in a series for a local newspaper or a society newsletter. But also, the 
submitted typescripts would all be donated to, and preserved in, a regional library archives, so 
that future historians and genealogical researchers can benefit from those writings.  
 This memoir writing and publication project is being developed for a variety of reasons: 
1. To increase general awareness of, and interest in, local history in areas throughout the state. 
2. To draw public attention to the varied experience of Illinois residents in a remarkable era of 
cultural change—involving women’s roles, the Black experience, the Viet Nam War, TV, etc. 
3. To foster appreciation for older residents, who have experienced so much significant cultural 
change—and can often benefit psychologically from the experience of memoir writing. 
4. To foster a meaningful belonging among residents of all ages, who will read the memoirs. 
5. To promote the importance of membership in historical organizations throughout the state. 
 This project is titled “The Land and the People Hold Memories,” which is a line by Carl 
Sandburg, from a poem that promotes meaningful belonging through remembered experience. 
The Illinois State Historical Society’s supervisors for this effort are the vice president, John 
Hallwas, who has written and spoken extensively about Illinois history and literature and will 
speak on the 1946-1969 era, memoir writing, etc., and the executive director, William Furry, 
who will discuss interaction between the ISHS and local societies, the promotion of memoir 
publications through Illinois Heritage magazine, etc. Discussion continued.  
 
MOTION: To approve and set in motion the ISHS initiative “The Land and the People 
Hold Memories,” as outlined above. Mr. Duerkes made the motion, seconded by Ms. 
Leyland. Motion was approved without changes or amendments. 
 
Treasurer’s Report. 
Mr. Rohrer said that the Society’s fiscal year ends on December 31 and, as things go, the ISHS 
did pretty good in 2022. He said membership took some hits during the year but showed a decent 
recovery as the year progressed. Accounts receivable has created some challenges, which has 
resulted in finance changes, especially in historical markers, with some exacerbation from the 
Pomeroy Grant and how the money has been disbursed. To that end, the office recommends that 



the Society start imposing its own 2 percent finance charge to organizations that fail to pay our 
invoices in a timely manner. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Rohrer made a motion that, going forward, the ISHS staff will impose a 2 
percent finance charge to organizations that fall 30 days behind in paying their invoices. 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Hallwas. Motion was approved without amendments.  
 
Secretary’s Report.  
Mr. Shannon said that, beyond approving the minutes for Board review, he had nothing else to 
contribute to the meeting as Secretary, but he would have comments as chair of the Assets 
Management Committee when called upon during committee reports.  
 
Staff reports. 
Executive Director Furry said that the Jan-Feb 2023 issue of Illinois Heritage is at the printer and 
will be delivered the second week of January to the mailing service, which means members 
should see their issues by January 15. The articles include features by Richard Lindberg, Megan 
VanGorder, Cinda Klickna, Illinois author Katherine Holland Brown, and several others. The 
ISHS/UIS Lunch and Learn is now being planned for the Spring, with several ISHS folks making 
presentations.  
 
Committee Reports. 
 
Annual Awards.  
Committee chair Dan Monroe said that award nominations have been coming in steadily, but the 
numbers are underwhelming at this point. To date the office has received 19 nominations, which 
includes twelve books, 3 special projects, two Olive Foster nominations and a Verna Ross 
Orndorff scholarship nomination. Judges are needed to help review nominations, which will go 
out in the next few weeks for review. Mr. Furry said that nominations are needed for the Russell 
Lewis Young Museum Professional Award and for Lifetime Achievement candidates. Ms. 
Johnsrud said that the Best of Illinois History Awards will be presented on Saturday, April 29, at 
the Hoogland Center for the Arts. Judges are still needed.  
 
Assets Management. 
Chairman Will Shannon said that the Committee would be meeting again after the first of the 
year to assess how the committee and our portfolio managers met (or did not meet) its goals for 
2022. He noted that the $45,000 line of credit the Society borrowed from the endowment in 
September was paid off in early November from our interest earnings and cash on hand. He said 
that our former portfolio managers, who left U.S. Bank during the summer and joined with the 
Fifth-Third Bank, have shown an interest in having the ISHS move its accounts. This will be 
considered by the committee after it meets in February or early March.  
 
Sesquicentennial Churches/Centennial Businesses Committee. 
In the absence of an appointed committee chair, the staff spoke to the needs and issues of pulling 
off a successful event in the fall. This year 150-year-old houses of worship—churches, parishes, 
and synagogues—will be inducted into the program. Already we have many prospects, but to 
make these connections it requires a personal approach, often a phone call or a visit to the site to 



explain the program and what it rewards might be. This is where the Society falters, because the 
staff does not have the time to build an audience for the program around the state. Ms. Williams 
said it is important for the Society to meet face-to-face with historic congregations to get know 
their history and concerns for preserving church histories.  Discussion followed about disposition 
of church records.  
 
Mr. Furry said that the Sesquicentennial House of Worship committee needs working bodies to 
make it function properly. Mr. Hallwas suggested the board put the church awards program on 
hold until we have a functioning committee to take charge. Ms. Williams said she would be 
happy to make contact with sesquicentennial churches in Cook County.  
 
Development Committee.  
No report.  
 
Educational Affairs.  
No report.  
 
Historical Markers.  
Mr. Stanley, chair of the Historical Markers committee, said that the fall had been a busy time 
for markers, with installations completed in East Alton, Carthage, Chicago, Peoria, and DeKalb, 
and future dedications planned in Bloomington, Secor, Murphysboro, Mt. Vernon, and 
Springfield. He said that the Pomeroy Foundation grant has paid or will pay 50 percent of the 
markers installed, as part of the second round of funding from the Syracuse-based  
Mr. Joens mentioned the Obama marker dedication on November 30, which was very well 
attended. Ten ISHS Board members from around the state attended the dedication and the event 
made state and national news. Mr. Lindberg suggested the Society might consider a marker to 
commemorate the 1919 Wingfoot disaster in Chicago.  
Mr. Furry said Mr. Stanley is working on Chicago area markers for Emmet Till (sponsored by a 
high-school history class), Actress Nichelle Nichols, and others. Ms. Kisiel asked about the 
Wheaton College marker, which was scheduled for dedication last summer.  
 
Nominations Committee.  
Mr. Flotow, committee chair, reported his committee is preparing a slate of new officers, 
directors, and advisers for the February ISHS Board meeting. He said the committee is still 
accepting nominations through January 31, 2023. He noted that all four officer positions are in 
rotation, and five new directors need to be selected from the Advisory Board to go forward to the 
board.  
 
Symposium Committee.  
Mr. Sampson reported plans are underway for the Society to participate as partners in the 2023 
ALPLM’s Conference on Illinois History, which will be held at the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library and Museum in October. Mr. Sampson said that the Society will mostly 
likely coordinate a series of panel discussions, as it did in 2022. He said there will be a meeting 
this Spring to discuss how the ISHS will participate and what those panels might be. A call for 
papers and presentations will go out in early 2023. 
 



Old Business.  
 
New Business.  
 
Presentation of the 2023 ISHS Budget.  
Mr. Furry said the ISHS Budget for 2023 was ready for discussion and approval, and that 
members of the Executive Committee had approved the proposed budget on a provisional basis, 
to be reviewed at the end of the first quarter, around the time of the April Board meeting. Mr. 
Furry’s budget, which has been reviewed by ISHS Treasurer Rohrer, has a balanced budget of 
$321,000, based on income and expenses from the previous year. He said that unknown variables 
for 2023 could be staffing changes, grants and donations, a resurgence of the pandemic, or 
vagaries in the stock market, but he noted that the ISHS is on fairly stable footing going into the 
new year.  
 
Motion: Vice President Hallwas, acting as President for Dan Monroe, who left the meeting 
early, asked for a motion to accept the budget as presented and approved by the Executive 
Committee. Motion was made by Mr. Stanley and seconded by Mr. Duerkes. Motion 
passed without dissent.  
 
Motion to adjourn. Mr. Flotow made the motion to adjourned. Mr. Stanley seconded.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:55 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
William Furry 
Executive Director 


