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My hope is that you all will have received the November-December issue of Illinois Heritage by 
this time. We had a couple of glitches with the magazine this time around, including the loss of 
files at our publisher’s office that required recreation of several files. The other glitch was that I 
missed a single number on the cover that cost us a decade. Luckily we were able to fix the 
problem without losing more than a week of our production schedule.  
 
The exhibit of the Society’s Block Collection at the Thornton Historical Society and Museum 
ended on Election Day. Paula and I drove to Cook County to retrieve the items, which are now 
safely stowed at the Illinois State Archives. We have no plans to exhibit them in 2021, but 
perhaps we’ll have an offer in the coming months. 
 
University of Illinois Springfield SAGE Society and ISHS’s “Lunch and Learn” series for Fall 
2020 ends this next week after a record—six--virtual programs attended by more than 700 
participants. The programs celebrate the 50th anniversary of the SSU/UIS campus and included a 
discussion about “Pandemics Past and Present.” The 2021 Lunch and Learn program continues 
in February with programs on Lincoln and New Salem in Film, Presidential Candidates from 
Illinois who Lost, and Walter Thomas Bailey: Kewanee’s African-American Architect. 
 
For more information about the series, visit: https://www.uis.edu/advancement/alumni/uis-
alumni-events/lunch-learn-series/ 
 
We note the passing of former ISHS Executive Director Jon Austin, age 61, who died on 
November 24 from complications during surgery for an aortic aneurism. Jon served the Society 
from 1996-2000. Jon was well-known as a Civil War re-enactor who traveled the Midwest 
portraying an undertaker and embalmer. He was widely praised for his knowledge of the Civil 
War and 1900th century medical practices. He was previously the executive director of the 
Museum of Funeral Customs in Springfield. His obituary will be in the forthcoming issue of 
Illinois Heritage. 
 
I am pleased to report that our committees, thanks to the efforts of Mary Lou Johnsrud, are 
working efficiently and independently on the Society’s behalf. I congratulate the Symposium 
committee (Devin Hunter), the Educational Affairs committee (Ty Rohrer), the Development 
committee (Reg Ankrom), and the Membership committee (Debra Dudek and Todd Carr) for 
getting a head start on 2021, scheduling meetings and making plans for the new year. 
 
The year 2021 begins my 20th year with the Society and Mary Lou Johnsrud’s 17th year. I want 
to thank you for the trust and support you have given us—financially and in the generous 
donation of your time and expertise—which has made our work most rewarding. 
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