Seedlings for the future
Historic bicentennial trees offered to Illinois counties

T

he bicentennial of Illinois
statehood is December 3, 2018.
To commemorate the occasion,
an ISHS donor family has offered to
acquire small commemorative trees
for planting in each of the state’s 102
counties. The ISHS wanted a special
and possible rare variety of tree to offer
for the bicentennial, so we asked an
expert for advice.
Guy Sternberg, director of Starhill
Forest Aboretum, immediately thought
of the early work of John Chapman in
the Prairie State. Chapman (Johnny
Appleseed) planted apple nurseries in
the early days of the 19th century in
Illinois as well as Indiana, Ohio, and
other states to the east, using seeds
from a cider mill near his original
home in Pennsylvania. He then sold
apple trees to settlers. According to

Sternberg, during Chapman’s barefoot
travels, he stayed with friends along
the route and planted trees for them as
well. The last known surviving tree
planted by Chapman was at the Algeo
Farm in Nova, Ohio, which was one of
his wayside stops. Some claim it is a
Rambo apple, but most arborists just
call the tree the “Johnny Appleseed”
variety. Unlike the mid-summer
Rambo, the Johnny Appleseed variety
ripens in September and is a bakingapplesauce variety similar to an
Albemarle Pippin.
Sternberg met Pat Algeo, a
descendant of that family, when she
lived near in Petersburg. He also knew
Jeff Meyer, the coordinator of the
Famous and Historic Trees program of
American Forests. Via those contacts,
he decided that when American

Forests planted a graft of the Algeo tree
in every state where Chapman had
worked, the official Illinois tree would
be planted at Starhill Forest Arboretum.
Another was planted at Lincoln
Memorial Garden in Springfield.
Fresh scionwood from this original
tree will be used to grow 102 Johnny
Appleseed trees for planting in Illinois’
102 counties in 2018. These commemorative trees will be sold exclusively by
the ISHS in 2017-2018 for fund-raising
purposes at $50 each.
Only a limited number of trees are
available and they will be sold on a
first-come, first-served basis. Each
tree will come with a letter of authentification from the Society and the
arboretum.

To place an order,
call 217-525-2781,
ext. 4
and ask for Gwen.
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