
Minutes February 16, 2019 Meeting of the ISHS Board of Directors and Advisors 
McLean County Museum of History 

Bloomington, IL 
 
Officers: Leah Axelrod, President; Stu Fliege, Vice President; Terri Cameron, Secretary; Absent, 
Randy Welch, Treasurer (Interim) 
 
Directors: Marilyn Leyland, Elaine Evans, Cindy Reinhardt, Dan Monroe, Chuck Stanley, John 
McClarey, Larry McClellan, Matthew Toland 
 
Advisory Board: Devin Hunter, Rachael Lea Ward, Bill Kemp, Cinda Klickna, Brian Mullgardt, 
Elaine Egdorf, Mark FLotow 
 
Past Presidents: Randy Saxon 
 
Guests: Jeff McCardle, University of Illinois Press 
 
Staff: William Furry, Executive Director; Mary Lou Johnsrud, Office Manager 
 
President Axelrod called the meeting to order at 11 a.m., and after brief introductions, invited 
guest speak Jeff McCardle of the University of Illinois Press to bring us up to date on 
membership renewals, subscriptions, JSTOR, and other items of concern. Mr. McCardle 
 
Following Mr. McCardle’s report, President Axelrod asked the board to review the minutes of 
the November 3 Meeting of the ISHS Board in Springfield. After review, she asked for a motion 
to accept the minutes. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Monroe made the motion to accept the minutes of the November 3, 2018 meeting 
of the ISHS Directors and Advisers. Mr. Mullgardt seconded the motion. Mr. Furry noted that 
the minutes from the November meeting should have included the Website report from Elaine 
Evans, which were appended to the official minutes. The minutes, as amended, were approved 
without further amendment or discussion. 
 
Ms. Axelrod said she was delighted to see all of the board members at the December 3, Illinois 
Statehood Day celebration at the University of Illinois Springfield, where the Bicentennial 
“Lunch and Learn” presentations were held. “It was amazing,” she said, and the presentations 
“added so much to our knowledge of Illinois history.” The program, the Society’s annual 
symposium, featured four speakers—Michael Wiant, Bill Kemp, Devin Hunter, and Robert 
Sampson—who presented on different aspects of Illinois history and education. More than 200 
guests attended the day-long symposium, which also included the UIS SAGE Society’s Lunch 
and Learn programs on immigration to Illinois. 
 
President Axelrod said that there was no Treasurer’s Report other than the Executive Director’s 
presentation of the 2019 Budget, which she asked Mr. Furry explain. 
 



Mr. Furry presented the budget, including a narrative explaining the income and expenditures for 
the coming year and how they compare to previous years. He said that according to Randy 
Welch, our interim treasurer, the Society had its best revenue year in 2018 primarily because of 
Hesler Lincoln portrait sales, which netted the Society more than $24,000. Hesler sales for 2019 
will not be as high, simply because there is no bicentennial initiative driving the marker, but he 
said there might be opportunities to explore. Mr. Furry said that there was no cost-of-living raise 
included in the 2019 budget, although a $1 dollar per hour raise was allowed for the new office 
assistant Tracy Pay. The budget is attached as an appendix to these minutes. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Stanley made a motion to accept the budget as presented by Mr. Furry, which 
was seconded by Ms. Cameron. Discussion followed, with no corrections or amendments 
considered. The motion to accept the budget passed unanimously. 
 
Mr. Furry, reporting for Herbert Russell, chair of the Nominating Committee, submitted the 
following slate for approval by the Board of Directors. This slate will, if approved be presented 
to the membership at the Annual Meeting on April 26. 
 
Nominating Committee 
 
ISHS Report from the Nominating Committee 
 
Candidate Name Membership Affirmed Term 
 
For President Dan Monroe X X 2019-2021 
 Champaign 
 
For Vice President Herb Russell (Carbondale) /Marilyn Leyland (East Peoria) 
 
For Secretary Elaine Evans X X 2019-2021 

 Springfield 
 
For Treasurer Charles Stanley X X 2019-2021 
 Ottawa 
 
For Directors 
 Ty Rohrer X X 2019-2022 
 Cinda Klickna X X 2019-2022 
 Reg Ankrom X X 2019-2022 
 John Hallwas X X 2019-2022 
 Rachael Ward X X 2019-2022 
 
To Finish Terms vacated by new officers (Monroe and Stanley) 
 Devin Hunter X X 2019-2020 
 Todd Carr X X 2019-2021 
 



New Advisory Board nominees 
 Michael Wiant X X 2019-2020 
 Matthew Hunter X X 2019-2020 
 Debra Dudek X X 2019-2020 
 Mark Johnson X X 2019-2020 
 Richard Lindberg X X 2019-2020 
 Cathy Popovitch X X 2019-2020 
 
Officers to Advisory Board 
 Leah Axelrod X X 2019-2020 
 Stu Fliege X X 2019-2020 
 Lisa Oppenheim X X 2019-2020 
 Cindy Reinhardt X X 2019-2020 
 Larry McClellan X X 2019-2020 
 Terri Cameron X X 2019-2020 
 Russell Lewis X X 2019-2020 
 David Joens X X 2019-2020 
 Randy Welch X X 2019-2020 
 
The slate as presented by the nominating committee was discussed by the board of directors. 
Marilyn Leyland of East Peoria withdrew her nomination for Vice President in favor of the 
nomination of Herb Russell, to compliment the geographic diversity of the ISHS board 
membership. The ISHS Board accepted the slate as amended. 
 
MOTION: Ms. Cameron moved that the board accept the slate or new officers, directors, and 
advisors as presented by the Nominating Committee. The motion was seconded by Ms. 
Reinhardt. President Axelrod called the question and the slate passed unanimously. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Development Committee: Mr. McClellan, chair of the Development Committee, reported that 
his committee met prior to today’s Board meeting to discuss where the ISHS is with hiring a new 
Development person. He said that the committee has been in discussion with Ms. Carolyn 
Patterson of Loami, Illinois, to help the ISHS with fund-raising, but she has been plagued by 
family problems and the hospitalization of her mother. Several members of the committee met 
with Carolyn last fall and it looks like her focus would be on board development and education 
to meet the Society’s long-term development goals. Mr. Furry said he hoped to meet with Ms. 
Patterson before the Annual Awards and invite her to the event. Mr. McClellan said that progress 
is being made, although a much slower pace than anticipated. He said the committee agreed that 
haste is not a primary goal, and that by taking our time we will make the right choices. 
 
Membership Committee. 
Ms. Johnsrud distributed membership numbers for the year, noting that the Society continues to 
lose older members through attrition and death. Mr. Furry noted that the Society had not had an 
active membership chair for more than two years, and that not new initiatives or campaigns have 
been started other than those by staff. There have been a few successes, and the staff has plans 



for new campaigns. At this time the Board chose to consider the recommendation of Mr. 
McCardle to raise the subscription/membership rates across the board. President Axelrod 
recommended that the Board appoint a sub-committee to examine the issue, and asked for 
volunteers to serve. Rachael Lea Ward accepted the assignment to chair the committee, and 
promised to get back to the board as soon as possible once the committee has had a chance to 
meet and revue the options.   
 
Symposium Committee 
Mr. Hunter, chair of the Symposium Committee, said he is working with the University of 
Illinois and several other groups to put together a Conference on Public History in 2020, which 
would be held on several campuses. That event would have a Springfield component on the UIS 
campus, and the ISHS would be a partner. He said that as details come out he would share dates, 
times, locations, and the names of participants. 
 
Mr. Furry said that the 2019 Illinois History Symposium would be held on the campus of UIS on 
December 3, Statehood Day, and would be part of the SAGE Society’s “Lunch and Learn” 
series, as it was in 2018. The event will be held in the UIS Student Union, and the focus will be 
on the 100th anniversary of Women’s Suffrage. 
 
Annual Awards Committee 
Mr. Monroe, chair of the Awards Committee, said that the staff is making plans for the Annual 
Awards event to take place on April 26 in Petersburg. He said that award judging is taking place 
now and that invitations will go out in late February or early March. Mr. Furry said that the 
office had received more than 25 nominations, and there will be a few surprises as well. The 
Awards day event will include a free guided tour of New Salem. The Annual Awards event will 
be held at Roots Banquet Hall on Highway 97, just up the hill from New Salem. 
 
Centennial Awards Committee/Sesquicentennial Church Committee 
Mr. Furry said that neither committee had met as a group since the luncheons last spring and fall, 
but that the staff had been in discussion as to whether to hold one or both events in 2019. The 
staff, he said, would like guidance from the board. Discussion followed. The Board agreed that 
one event was appropriate for this year, and that event should be the Centennial Business Award 
event, whether it is a luncheon or a reception to be decided by the committee. Applications for 
both events would continue to be processed as they come in. 
 
Mr. Furry said that a date had not been picked for the event, but tentative plans are for late 
summer or early fall.   
 
Historical Markers Committee 
Mr. Fliege submitted his report noting that several markers are in the works for 2019, 
specifically: 
 
Atwood: A marker will be erected here in memory of Kenneth “Tug” Wilson, and Atwood 
native, who was an outstanding athlete who participated in the Olympics and later became 
Commissioner of the Big Ten. 
 



Cahokia: A marker is in the works for the old Cahokia Courthouse grounds for John Hay, who at 
one time was the sole person in Illinois of the Jewish faith. 
 
Lee County: Just southwest of Dixon a marker is being considered to designate an area called 
“Bloody Gulch,” site of an 1885 brutal slaying of a 17-year-old Bible salesman. 
 
Peoria: In the 1930s a man named R. G. LeTourneau built several small steel houses for his 
employees who worked in his factory building earth-moving equipment. A marker is planned to 
denote a house that is still standing in Peoria. 
 
East Alton: A horrible train wreck and explosion took the lives of 30 people at this site in 1893. 
The site in East Alton was referred to as Wann Junction and the accident will be commemorated 
with a marker this spring. 
 
Creal Springs: A marker for the Creal Springs Seminary is in the works for later this spring. 
 
Norris: A marker for the Norris WWII Pipeline will be dedicated soon. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Stu Fliege 
 
Assets Management 
Mr. Welch submitted the committee’s recommendation to revise article VI of the ISHS Bylaws: 
Endowment Gifts to Society, to correct language superseded by the new Gift Acceptance Policy, 
approved at the last Board Meeting of the Society. The changes are attached to the minutes. The 
changes were read into the minutes. 
 
Motion: Mr. Monroe made a motion to accept the revisions of the Bylaws as recommended by 
the Assets Management Committee, which was then 
 
Ad hoc Website Committee 
Ms. Evans presented her report on website traffic for recent months, noting that submissions for 
website calendar were down in November and December. She said that she is working with our 
web provider on new templates for county historical society event input. She also passed out 
copies of her report, recorded below: 
 
“At this time there are no major issues to report regarding the ISHS web page. Monitoring and 
maintenance continues to be an ongoing task. News and events submissions decreased during the 
months of November and December but they are starting to pick up again. If you have an Event 
or News Item from your locality, please submit it. Posting is usually done with 24 hours. 
 
Attached to this report you will find usage statistics for the years 2017 and 2018. The three 
categories show what type of device was used to access our various pages, the number of views 
of our most popular pages, and how people found our page. In almost all instances an increase 
can be seen. This report was generated from Google Analytics supplied to us by Chris 
Wollensen, our IT person. 
 



As always, should any member find errors that need to be corrected or have concerns or 
suggestions pertaining to the website, please inform the ISHS staff.”  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Elaine Evans. 
 
Publications Committee 
Mr. Scott, chair of the Publications Committee, could not attend the meeting, but submitted the 
following report, read by Mr. Furry on his behalf:   
 
The Society will continue indefinitely to promote the sale of A Bicentennial Commemorative of 
the Prairie State: Readings from the Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society with an ad in 
the Heritage. Marketing themes have included endorsements by notable persons, and the book as 
a holiday gift.  Future ads will encourage active members, and especially Board members, to be 
engaged in finding out whether the book is available in their locality. That is, do the local library, 
museum, and historical society have the book available them or in their possession.  If not, Board 
members should encourage these local groups to acquire the book or should provide them with a 
gift of the book. The book, of course, provides visibility to the Society and its work. 
 
While focusing on interesting well written articles culled from the Journal, the book contains a 
history of the society and its Journal. This history is found in the first part of the book.  The 
Society’s story should be particularly interesting to those who have given their time to the work 
of the Society-- board members and officers, both current and in the past.  It is the story of how 
the Society over 120 years has been a leader in fostering awareness, understanding, research, 
preservations and recognition of history in Illinois  
 
Southern Illinois University Press reports that 185 copies have been sold as of the middle of this 
week. The pace of sales has been reduced from one-a-day several months ago to the current two 
per week. The Press continued to provide the means through its web pages to purchase a copy 
along with endorsements, a table of contents, and other marketing information.  To further 
promote sales A Bicentennial will be included in the Press’s spring catalog. 
 
Through the work of the Publications Committee, the Society is reviving the Pratt Award for the 
best article or articles in the Journal of the Society for the past year. This year a total of 12 
articles will be evaluated  in two categories – six essays on the history of Illinois historic 
scholarship (Issues 1 and 2)  and six on a variety of  topics (Issues 3 and 4). The winners will be 
honored at the annual Meeting in April 26. An award of $300 will be provided by the University 
of Illinois Press.   
 
President Axelrod asked if there was any old business to be brought before the board. There 
being none, she asked if there was any new business. There being none, she asked for a motion 
to adjourn. 
 
Motion made to adjourn by Mr. McClarey, and seconded by Terri Cameron. Motion carried. 
 



Adjourn at 1:41 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
William Furry 
Executive Director 


