
Minutes of the October 3, 2020 Meeting of the ISHS Board of Directors and Advisors 
Via Zoom 
11 a.m. 
 
Attending:  
 
Officers: Dan Monroe, Herb Russell (left early) due to bad connection 
 
Directors: Will Shannon IV, Reg Ankrom, John Hallwas, Cinda Klickna, John McClarey, Ty 
Rohrer, David Joens, Devin Hunter, Marilyn Leyland, Brian Mullgardt, Cathy Popovitch, 
Charlotte Renehan, Don Truax 
 
Advisors: Tim Draper, Mark Flotow, Richard Lindberg, Mark Johnson, Aaron Lisec, Christian 
McWhirter, Mark Pohlad, Tim Kovalcik, Nathan Pierce, 
 
Past presidents and guests: David W. Scott  
 
Staff: William Furry, executive director; Mary Lu Johnsrud, office manager; Hannah Kline, 
assistant director for development. 
 
President Monroe began the  meeting at 11 a.m. by asking those on the Zoom call to share a brief 
introduction. Following introductions, he asked the Board of Directors to review the minutes of 
the July 18th ISHS Board meeting, and if anyone would offer a motion to accept the minutes as 
presented. Mr. Furry noted a minor correction to the minutes, that Mr. Truax was not listed as 
attending, but he was in attendance at the July 18 Zoom meeting. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Hallwas made a motion to accept the minutes as presented with the noted 
correction, which was seconded by Mr. Truax. There were no further changes or 
corrections and the motion carried unanimously.  
 
President’s Report. 
President Monroe said that despite the COVID 19 pandemic, the Society has stayed fairly active 
this summer. He noted new initiatives, successful marker dedications, and the start of the annual 
appeal. He said he was very excited about a new proposal from the Development Committee 
about a new series of online history talks utilizing the expertise of ISHS directors and advisors 
that would be viewable over the Zoom platform, and  promised more discussion about this later 
in the board meeting. He then asked for other reports from ISHS officers and the staff.  
 
Treasurer’s Report. 
Mr. Stanley was unable to attend the Board meeting due to a personal emergency. 
 
Executive Director’s Report. 
Mr. Furry’s report was printed and distributed. He summarized as follows: 

1. The November-December issue of Illinois Heritage, our first Illinois Native American 
issue, is in production and will go to the printer next week. The issue includes articles by 
Michael Wiant, John McClarey, Mark Flotow, and Torii Moré, with topics on Cahokia 



Mounds, Illinois Hopewell culture, Kickapoo digital bridges, and an interview with Allen 
Harn, plus many other articles, including a profile of Illinois “Egyptologist” John Allen. 

2. Last weekend I was in Macomb for the Rev. Dr. C.T. Vivian historical marker 
dedication. It was a very well-attended event, with proper social distancing and masking 
for a program that lasted nearly two hours. It was the first marker dedication in our 
initiative to commemorate the African-American experience in Illinois, the first of more 
than twenty I would like to see take place in the next five years. Our thanks to John 
Hallwas for steering this marker through and getting it funded. 

3. As of yesterday, the statehouse statues of Pierre Menard and Stephen A. Douglas have 
been removed from the state capitol grounds, and will be moved into storage. This action, 
precipitated by Illinois Speaker of the House Michael Madigan, sets the stage for further 
removals, including our own Illinois State Historical Society markers. Indeed, right now 
we are battling to keep a marker in place in Murphysboro, which was removed from its 
site by an overzealous county board member. These kinds of actions have long-term 
consequences that affect programs and activities of the ISHS. The question is, how 
proactive do we want to be in advocating for our history? 

4. We have new upstairs neighbors at the Strawbridge-Shepherd House. The Foundation for 
Illinois Colonial and American Studies (FICAS) moved into our building on the UIS 
campus on last month. The organization will conduct archaeological and historical 
studies, maintain a research library and collection center, and produce the first in a series 
of new books in 2021. 

5. We are now in the 2021 ISHS Budget cycle. I ask all committee chairs to consider what 
their needs will be in 2021, and have their budget requests to me by 5 p.m., Friday, 
October 16. Our next board meeting is scheduled for Saturday, December 5. 

6. The fall “Lunch and Learn” series, cosponsored with UIS, will be live, virtual, and 
“Zoomed” to our now global audience beginning Thursday, October 8 at noon. I will be 
interviewing Dr. Donald Graham, virologist for SIU Medical School on “Pandemics Past 
and Present.” This fall’s Lunch and Learn series coincides with the 50th anniversaries of 
UIS and the SIU School of Medicine. 

7. The ALPLM’s Conference on Illinois History will be held this week on Zoom. Several of 
our directors and members are participation. We wish all the best in this new format, and 
I hope to watch several presentations to see how the library delivers the conference to 
new audiences.  

8.  
9. . 

Assistant Director for Development Report. 
Ms. Kline presented the following report and provided a verbal summary of its contents. 
DEVELOPMENT OVERVIEW 09/30/2020 
 
 
     CY2019 - YEAR  CY2020 TO-DATE 
 
CY2020 Development 

No. of Donations 117 
Avg. Donation $305.51 
No. Gifts over $1,000 12 



 
Breakdown 

General Contributions  
     Unrestricted Contributions 16,594.28 
Events  
     Spring Gala Donations/Tickets 17,097 
Grants      39,202 

 
 
DEVELOPMENT: DONOR RELATIONS 
In CY20, Development focused on Events, Infrastructure Development, and New Audiences. We 
completed the following projects during the year: 
� Conducted outreach effort to over 1,500 new prospects over the summer 
� Contacted every donor from January 01; new corporate sponsors to ISHS 
� Revamped our website to be more relevant to our supporters 
� Added several new giving programs: Stock Gifts, Legacy Giving, Prairie Heritage Circle 
 
LOOK AHEAD 
Development Initiatives in Q4 2020: 
� Major campaign initiative: Foundation/Corporations, Targeted Appeals for new programs 
� Outreach campaign for IHC Membership/Sponsorship slated to begin in October 
� Year-End Campaign Mailing to over 2,500 new prospects and 900 members with 3 follow-up 
   efforts to non-responders via direct mail and e-mail. Current member cultivation effort asking  
   individuals to upgrade 
�  Stewardship campaign initiative in November 
� Major prospect research initiative undertaken by ISHS staff to uncover over 160 new potential 
  financial prospects per month – ongoing  
 
Committee Reports 
Assets Management Report. 
Chair Will Shannon said there is no report today owing to his recent appointment to the 
committee chairmanship, but that he expected there will be quarterly reports hereafter. He 
thanked past committee chair Cinda Klickna for getting him up to speed on the Society’s 
investment accounts. He said that committee members include Cinda Klickna, Mark Sorensen, 
ISHS President Dan Monroe, Executive Director Furry, David W. Scott, and members of the 
U.S. Bank Private Client Group. 

Unrestricted Donations 24,264.84 33,691.28 
Grants 2,500 39,202 (IHC 5,000 / PPP 34,202) 
Heritage Donations 55,300 (50,000 major gift) - 
Total 82,064.84 72,993.88 
   



 
Annual Awards Report. 
President Monroe, chair of this committee, said that due to the cancelation of the 
Sesquicentennial House of  Worship luncheon, certificates will be mailed to award recipients in 
early October. Ms. Johnsrud said the Foster and Orndorff nomination letters would go out next  
month, each having a deadline of January 15, 2021. He said the status of other awards events will 
be determined as COVID 19 status unfolds.  
 
Membership Report. 
Ms. Johnsrud reported that ISHS membership continues to slide, but that new initiatives to reach 
out to lapsed members, the Illinois General Assembly, historical societies and museums, and 
solicitations of list-serves of like-minded organizations are underway. President Monroe 
encouraged board members to share names of potential new members, to buy gift memberships 
if possible, and to share our publications with potential donors and members.  
 
Development Committee. 
Chair Reg Ankrom reported that the committee planned to meet at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, October 
6 via Zoom to discuss its plans for fall and spring fundraising efforts. Members of this committee 
are Reg Ankrom, Chuck Stanley, Don Truax, Mark Flotow, Todd Carr, Anne Moseley, Marilyn 
Leyland, and Hannah Kline. 
 
Symposium Committee Report.  
Mr. Hunter said that the Committee would like to host the 2021 Illinois History Symposium on 
the UIS campus over two days in April with the proposed topic “The Changing Landscape of 
Local History.” He said there would be no general topic for papers, but that the ISHS and 
cosponsors would recruit speakers for the virtual symposium (assuming we’ll all be in pandemic 
lockdown still) from with the professional community. Announcement of topics and speakers 
would be available in February to start promoting the event. Mr. Furry said he would be happy to 
meet with Mr. Hunter to discuss the spring calendar and how the symposium fits into the 
proposed schedule. 
 
 
Old Business. 
There was no old business  brought before the ISHS Board.  
 
New Business.  
 
Executive Director William Furry asked the Board of Directors to consider making a public 
statement via the media concerning the status of historical monument, memorials, and statues in 
light of ongoing protests and civil action across the country to remove or destroy public art that 
does not reflect current attitudes about the history of slavery in America.  
 
Motion: Ms. Leyland moved that the Society create an ad hoc committee to draft a 
resolution addressing the issue of historical monuments, memorials, and statues, and that 
once approved by the Executive Committee, that it be distributed to newspaper and social 
media outlets throughout the state. 



 
Motion was seconded by Mr. Hallwas. Discussions followed. President Monroe asked  for 
volunteers to serve on this committee to draft a resolution. Volunteers were Mark Pohlad, Will 
Shannon, Christian McWhirter, Devin Hunter, John McClarey 
 


