
Minutes of the September 14, 2019 Meeting 
Illinois State Historical Society Board of Directors and Advisory Board 
Hamilton’s Catering 
Jacksonville, Illinois 
 
Attending: 
 
Officers: Dan Monroe, President; Herbert Russell, Vice President; Charles Stanley, Treasurer; 
Elaine Shemoney Evans, Secretary 
 
Directors: John McClarey, Don Truax, Reg Ankrom, John Hallwas, Dave Joens, Marilyn 
Leyland, and Cinda Klickna 
 
Advisors: Terri Cameron, Stu Fliege, Michael Wiant, Brian Mullgardt, Cindy Reinhardt 
 
Past Presidents: David Scott 
 
Staff: William Furry, Executive Director; Mary Lou Johnsrud, Office Manager; Carla Townsend, 
Clerical Support 
 
 
President Dan Monroe called the meeting to order at 1:45 p.m. After introductions, he called for 
a motion to accept the minutes of the April 25, 2019, meeting of the ISHS Board of Directors 
and Advisors. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Stanley made the motion to accept the minutes as presented, which was seconded 
by Mr. Joens. Discussion followed with request to record names of persons omitted as “Absent” 
(Elaine Shemoney Evans) as “Present.” Motion carried without further changes or commentary. 
 
President's Report 
 

President Monroe thanked everyone for attending the Centennial Awards luncheon and the 
Board meeting, and apologized for arriving late, noting that he was teaching an online class 
from the ISHS offices in Springfield. He said he didn’t have a formal report but would 
comment as necessary on reports as they were made. 

 
Treasurer's Report 
 

Treasurer Charles Stanley said the Society continues to meet its financial obligations and 
commitments to the staff and membership, but that its income is not keeping up with 
expenses, and the endowment, despite the generosity of donors, is eroding. The board and its 
Development Committee are working to reverse these trends, and the staff seeks new ways to 
cut costs without compromising services. 

 



Executive Director's Report 
 

Mr. Furry said he was pleased the Board had a strong turnout for the Centennial Awards 
luncheon but he noted that the Centennial Award nomination process had not been very 
successful this year, despite the staff having mailed more than 700 notices to potential award 
recipients. “We only had 18 nominations for the awards two weeks ago and there was some 
discussion about canceling this event,” he said. Part of the problem, he said, was there was 
“no functioning committee” supervising and organizing the event, which fell on the 
shoulders of the staff. In the last two weeks, he said, the staff chased down candidates and 
found creative ways to fill seats at the luncheon.  He said he hoped future events would have 
more active participation from the Board in the planning stages. 
 
He said that the Fall Tour to southern Illinois is scheduled for October 1-3 and that despite 
low registration (fewer than 25 participants), the tour would continue as planned. 

 
Committee Reports 
 

Centennial Business Award Committee Report 
 

Mr. Furry said this year’s Centennial Award was a success based on attendance and the 
number of applications, although the Executive Committee had been in discussion earlier 
in September to consider cancelling the event due to lack of participation and 
engagement by the board. Mr. Furry thanked the staff for their extra effort to make the 
event a relative success, and for making the event as memorable for the guests as 
possible. 
 
He said there were 28 official applications, which resulted in 15 businesses attending the 
luncheon. One business (Loyola Press) was a “no show” and one business showed up 
without being officially nominated (American Legion post 279 of Jacksonville). Four 
previous Centennial Business award winners from Jacksonville were also in attendance 
(Rammelkamp Bradney Law Offices, The Club, MacMurray College, and Illinois 
College). 
 
Applicants this year were: 

 
Chisolm, Boyd & White, Company, Alsip 
State Bank of Lakes, Antioch 
J.C. Schultz Enterprises, Inc., Batavia 
* Schmale Insurance Agency, Inc., Belleville 
U.A.S. Local 99 Plumbers and Pipefitters, Bloomington 
*One Hope United, Chicago 
House of Glunz, Chicago 
Loyola Press, Chicago 
House of Glunz, Chicago 
Fox River Grove 
Mason County Democrat, Havana 



*Bound to Stay Bound Books, Jacksonville 
*American Legion Post 279, Jacksonville (Invited to apply; did not, but came to 
luncheon.) 
*Routt Catholic High School, Jacksonville 
Zenith Electronics, LLC, Lincolnshire 
*Western Illinois University, Macomb 
*Carus Corporation, Peru 
Roseview Flowers, Petersburg 
*Petersburg Monument Company, Petersburg 
*Blessing-Rieman College of Nursing & Health Systems, Quincy 
Andersons’s Candy Shop, Inc., Richmond 
*Village of Rochester 
*Rock Island Public Library, Rock Island 
Scot Forge, Spring Grove 
*Illinois Education Association, Springfield 
Randolph Mutual Insurance, Steelville 
*Cover Insurance Company, Toulon 
*Stark County Old Settlers Association, Toulon 
*Wyoming Monument Company, Toulon 

 
Mr. Furry noted that although more than 600 applications were mailed to potential award 
candidates, as of September 1, fewer than 20 businesses had responded and less than 40 
people had signed up for the luncheon. The staff resorted to creative recruitment to fill 
seats at the luncheon, and invited past Centennial businesses from Jacksonville to attend, 
which resulted in two more tables sold. Staff also went after other Centennial candidates 
in Jacksonville not already invited, which resulted in another table sold. Mr. Furry said 
that the board needs to rethink its commitment to this event, which costs the staff time 
and money but results in negligible returns. 
 
He said the staff planned two awards events this year—Sesquicentennial Church Awards 
and the Business Awards—neither of which met expectations, although successful in 
appearance.  He requested that the board decide to forgo one or both events in 2020, until 
the Awards Committee can make a determination on how to go forward with these 
events. Discussion followed, with a recommendation from Ms. Johnsrud that the Board 
consider going forward with just one event in 2020. Discussion continued. 
 
MOTION: Ms. Cameron proposed that the board should go forward with the 
Sesquicentennial House of Worship event in 2020, and rotate the events every other year 
going forward. 
 
The motion was seconded by Ms. Reinhardt and discussion continued. President Monroe 
called the question and the vote to accept the motion was carried unanimously. 

 
Audit Committee Report 

 



Mr. Joens, chair of the Audit Committee, reported that the Committee had met earlier in 
the summer to review the findings of the ISHS auditor who had reviewed the Society 
financial records for 2018. Mr. Gillum Ferguson, chair of the audit committee at that 
time, prepared the letter distributed at today’s board meeting (and attached to these 
minutes) after the committee had reviewed the findings and offered his statement as the 
true opinions of that body regarding the audit. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Joens then formally submitted the letter to the board and made a motion 
to accept the report as presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Ankrom. The motion 
passed without further discussion. 

 
Assets Management Committee Report 

 
Ms. Klckna reported that the committee had met on July 29. 2019 at US Bank to discuss 
ISHS investments with the Private Client team at the bank, which manages our accounts. 
The committee voted to separate the Strange Award gift into a separate account for 
bookkeeping purposes, and do to likewise with a $50,000 donation earmarked for Illinois 
Heritage received earlier this summer. These board-restricted gifts are part of the ISHS’s 
General Endowment, but are earmarked for specific purposes. 

 
Annual Awards Report 

 
Ms, Johnsrud said that the office has already begun taking nominations for the 2020 
“Best of Illinois History Awards,” but that a date and time for the event has not at this 
time been finalized. The nomination form will be printed in the November-December 
issue of Illinois Heritage. She encouraged the board to submit candidate names for 
nomination, and to share the information with their local historical societies. 

 
Historical Markers Report 

 
Ms. Evans, reporting for the Historical Markers Committee, said that since the April 25, 
2019, meeting the following markers have been dedicated: 

 
LeTourneau Steel House, Peoria, dedicated on May 4 
Creal Springs Seminary, Williamson County, May 11 
John Hays, St. Clair County, May 17 
Wann Railroad Disaster, Madison County, June 15 
Thomas Mather, Randolph County, July13 
First Soybeans Planted in Illinois, Madison County, August 23 

 
The following markers are currently in the works: 

 
Hoxie Farm/Wampum Lake, Cook County, September 28 
War Emergency Pipeline, White County, Fall 
Kenneth Leon “Tug” Wilson, Piatt County, 2020 
D.D. Collins House, Madison County, Fall 



 
The following markers are under review: 
 

Bloody Gulch, Lee County 
Oakdale Tabernacle/Auditorium, Stephenson County 
Carthage College, Hancock County 
Roger Prager, St. Clair County 

 
Publications Committee Report 

 
Mr. Scott said that the Committee has learned that Journal editor Mark Hubbard is 
stepping down and will be leaving his teaching position at Eastern Illinois University to 
take a job in the private sector in California. The committee will be conducting a search 
over the next few months to replace Dr. Hubbard. Mr. Furry said that he and President 
Monroe met with staff at the University of Illinois Press/Journals in August to discuss 
how best to handle the transition. He said that the Press was willing to step in to help if 
the position isn’t filled by the time Dr. Hubbard is ready to leave. 

 
Educational Affairs Committee Report 

 
Ms. Johnsrud said that efforts are underway to reach out to students and teachers for 
submissions and nominations for the 2020 Verna Ross Orndorff Scholarship and the 
Olive W. Foster Teacher of the Year Award. She said that last year’s submissions were 
near record numbers and hoped that new networks and outreach to schools will have a 
similar response. The scholarship winner from 2019 was published in the July-August 
issue of Illinois Heritage. 

 
Nominating Committee Report 

 
There was no report from the Nominating Committee. Mr. Furry asked if Mr. Russell was 
willing to serve another year as chair of the committee. He said he would serve at the will 
of the ISHS president and board. President Monroe thanked him for his willingness to 
serve. 

 
Development Committee Report 

 
Mr. Truax reported the Development Committee had met and interviewed Hannah Kline 
on August for the position of Development Director and that the committee recommends 
she be hired with the title “Assistant Director for Development” as soon as conveniently 
possible. Mr. Truax said the committee was very pleased with her interview and believes 
she is well-qualified and well suited to lead the Society forward in its development goals. 
 
Mr. Truax said that President Monroe sat in on the interview in Springfield with Ms. 
Kline and that the Executive Committee had been apprised of the committee’s 
recommendation. President Monroe said that the committee had endorsed the 



recommendation to hire Ms. Kline at a salary of $46,000 per year plus $600 per month 
for insurance. 
 
President Monroe then called for a motion from the board to hire Ms. Kline according to 
the terms specified by the Development Committee. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Truax made the motion to hire Ms. Kline as Assistant Director for 
Development at an annual salary of $46,000, plus $600 per month for insurance, effective 
October 1, 2019, or as soon as possible. 
 
Ms. Cameron seconded the motion. The motion carried without further discussion. 

 
Membership Committee Report 

 
Ms. Johnsrud gave her printed report of membership trends, noting that several initiatives 
are in the works to find new members, including lapsed members, public libraries, and 
social studies teachers. 

 
Old Business 
 

There was no old business brought before the Board. 
 
New Business 
 

There was no new business brought before the Board. 
 
President Monroe entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting from Ms. Leyland, which was 
seconded by Mr. Hallwas. The meeting adjourned at approximately 3:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
William Furry 
Executive Director 


